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After many years of an  apparently happy 
marriage and devoted church going…

Dr. Jones’ mother brutally revealed 
that she had been having a long 

affair with a family friend.



Her father’s reactions to his wife’s cruel 
attacks

Mercy is the whole 
process of becoming 
permanently forgiving, 
of living in a mode of 
divine knowing and 
presence. 
Sometimes, 
unfortunately, life 
moves in the other 
way, pivoting us away 
from grace and 
leaving us bereft in 
the desolate land of 
sin.



… as if her betrayal

My father, at age eighty, learned this hard truth the
day he heard of my mother’s infidelity. He forgave
her for her lie and never felt she should be punished
for it or willed her any harm. He forgave her because
he lived with the constant knowledge of mercy. He
knew she was a haunted woman. But he could not
reconcile what she had done to him with his larger
vision of God and the ultimate meaning of human
life. It was as if her betrayal threw a huge boulder into
the middle of his core belief system, shattering his
sense of the divine and all the theological truths he
thought he held.



“Belief lives in the in-between space of our 
relationships, our connective tissue. When that 

tissue tears, the whole group feels the rip.”



David 
Brooks….
In 2020, Americans failed to socially distance 
and test for the coronavirus and suffered among 
the highest infection and death rates in the 
developed world. Millions decided that wearing 
a mask infringed their individual liberty.

Americans have always been an individualistic 
people who don’t like being told what to do. But, 
in times of crisis, they have historically still had 
the capacity to form what Alexis de Tocqueville 
called a “social body,” a coherent community 
capable of collective action. During World War I, 
for example, millions served at home and 
abroad to win a faraway war, responding to 
recruiting posters that read “I Want You” and 
“Americans All.”

That basic sense of peoplehood, of belonging to 
a common enterprise with a shared destiny, is 
exactly what’s lacking today. 



Something in the in-between space of

our social relationships, something in

the connective tissue of what binds

us as a people has torn. The results

are dangerous and they haunt our

national character. The insurrection

of the US Capitol by MAGA

supporters, white nationalists and

supremacists is testimony of our

fragile cultural state.



“Social trust is a measure of the 
moral quality of a society – of 

whether the people and institutions 
in it are trustworthy, whether they 

keep their promises and work for the 
common good.” He goes on to 

suggest, “When people in a church 
lose faith or trust in God, the church 
collapses. When people in a society 
lose faith or trust in their institutions 

and in each other, the nation 
collapses”. 



Social Trust:

Less than one in four 
Americans believe the 
federal government, 
American corporations, 
and national media to be 
honest.

Fewer than two in five 
Americans feel “most 
people can be trusted.”



When the virus came here, it found a country with serious 
underlying conditions, and it exploited them ruthlessly. Chronic 

ills—a corrupt political class, a sclerotic bureaucracy, a heartless 
economy, a divided and distracted public—had gone untreated 

for years. We had learned to live, uncomfortably, with the 
symptoms.  George Packer, The Atlantic (June, 2020)



We need to do something radically new…

Independence

Autonomy

Self-actualization

Personal choice

Common good

Attentive to the 

Connective

Tissue

Between us



It won’t be easy…

We still live in a highly racialized society, 
where the color of one’s skin and the 
texture of one’s hair continue to 
condition social advancement, access 
to higher education, levels of medical 
care, safety on our streets, and 
employment in the workplace. We still 
live in a grossly class-based society, 
despite our cherished and sentimental 
anthems to democracy and equality, 
where income gaps are rising, poverty 
is deepening, and the middle and lower 
classes of American households are 
less wealthy today than they were two 
or three decades ago. All because the 
wealthy class has their hands on the 
political levers of power and are now 
able to gerrymander districts, stuff 
courts, and restrict voting to achieve 
their ends.



Only Faith…..

We know that only the power of 
faith can solve the social 
mistrust that afflicts us. Only 
faith can provide the political 
will to contribute to the social 
good and only faith can 
develop in us the conversion of 
imaginations and worldviews 
required to construct a 
common good that is durable 
and just.



Clare and her Conversion of Imagination

• Protected, supervised, 
subordinated and control;

• Refused the gender norms of 
her day;

• Never outgrew the memory of 
Francis; 

• The cosmology of a “universal 
fraternity”



Clare and the Common Good

• mutual charity

• “the last among the least”

• not a consensus of wills but 
the endpoint is the common 
good, the dynamic form that 
makes community life 
vibrant, inspiring, inclusive 
and empowering.



The Freedom to live Mutual Charity

The forms of religious life current in her 
time work for the purposes of hierarchy, the 
separation of powers, for control of the 
passions and the smooth conduct of the 
habits of religious living. “Good religious” 
live by the law and order of religious 
decorum and to find God’s will precisely 
and unequivocally in obedience to the 
commands of a religious superior.

Clare is looking for something else. She 
wants to find God’s will in mutuality and 
interdependence. She believes strongly 
that God’s will should be found precisely 
in the connective tissue between us.



Rheumatoid Arthritis and Connective 
Tissues

Those who suffer from 
rheumatoid arthritis (RA) can 

teach us a great lesson here. RA 
is fundamentally an inflammation 

of the connective tissue that 
bonds joints to one another, 
allowing digital function and 

ambulatory locomotion, our ability 
to walk.  Over time, the tissue 

becomes more and more 
inflamed and then starts to erode 
and deteriorate, leaving bone to 
scrape against bone, destroying 
flexibility and agility and causing 

enormous pain. With RA, our 
joints no longer function well 

together.



Today we need men and women in religion
passionate about the importance of 

connective tissue between us

We have eyes to see and ears 
to hear the joys, anxieties, 
hopes and dreams of this age, 
and yet we are hobbled in our 
ability to act flexibly and with 
agility, because bone is now 
scraping against bone, joint 
against joint. We need women 
and men who are willing to 
repair the connective tissue 
between us.



Enough of the culture warrior bishops…

Enough of the “culture warrior” 
bishops of the past few 
decades who seem to love the 
sound of bone against bone! 
Enough of those religious 
women and men whose voice 
in the Church is only that of 
protest and provocation. 
Inflammation when sustained is 
corrosive of the agility and 
flexibility that the people of God 
need to respond to change in a 
time of extreme accelerations. 



We need specialists who are 
passionate about the connective 
tissues of the Church and who are 
committed to their healing, whenever 
and wherever they become inflamed 
or eroded. It is no longer enough to 
stand on the “right side” of an issue. 
Dogmatic certainty, whether on the 
left or on the right, is not what is 
needed today. We need to let go of 
the surety of our personal dogmas 
and the security of our private 
spaces and autonomous choices. 

It is not enough to stay inside the 
safe parameters of tolerance 
thinking that stops dialogue and 
discussion when every person has 
arrived at their maximum level of 
autonomy and choice. Tolerating the 
harsh tones of bone against bone, 
as long as everyone is sincere in her 
personal beliefs, is still painful and 
paralyzing.



Jean Molesky-Poz

Jean Molesky-Poz
demonstrates what she calls
Clare’s “praxis of presence,”
the pathway that leads from a
culture of isolation and self-
interest to a culture of mutual
charity and common good.
Using the Letters of Clare to
Agnes, she highlights four
steps to mutual charity. I will
use them but expand on her
analysis and develop a stage
theory that leads to the repair
of the connective tissues in our
communities.



Stage Theory of 
Repairing Connective 
Tissue in the Church Repair

Contemplate

Consider

Gaze



Intentional Mutual Charity

1. She respected her sisters;

2. She showed them warmth, affection and care;

3. She was responsible and accountable to her sisters;

4. She was willing to change for them.



Pope Francis

A Preferential Option for the Poor A Preferential Option 
for the Planet



Diversity

Diversity is more than the accumulation of differences. The 
Pope is suggesting that diversity is only possible when 

there is an ecosystem that allows different species to exist, 
interact, cooperate and participate in the world in the beauty 

and complexity of their differences. Said another way, 
‘hacceitas’ is empty without fraternitas



Clare of Assisi made San Damiano more than a convent. She made it a common home, 
where children came for healing and pilgrims arrived to pray, where cardinals sought 
counsel and lepers begged for mercy. Clare built a common home, where there were no 
aliens or strangers, no divisions by status or class. There was only mutual charity and a 
common good, developed in contemplative prayer and protected by absolute poverty 
because Clare knew that it was love that moved the sun and the other stars



It is Love….

that binds us together as sisters and 

brothers. May it ever be so for 

Allegany Franciscans and 

Franciscan friars, in the magnificent 

common home our gracious God has 

given us.

St. Clare, pray for us! Amen.  


